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ABSTRACT 

Sustainable iDevelopment iaims ito iattain ioverall idevelopment iof icountry iin ievery isphere- isocial, ieconomic iand 

ienvironmental. iThe iSustainable iDevelopment iGoals ilaid idown i, iwhich iis ito ibe iachieved iby icountries iby ithe 

iyear i2030, iis i ipathway itowards iEnvironmental iJustice. iIn iDeveloping icountries i, ii.e. icountries iwith ilow 

ihuman idevelopment iindex ior ilow iinfrastructure iinvestment, ihas ithe iobjective ito iattain ithe iSDG’s iwith ithe 

igoal iof iEnvironmental iJustice ikept iin imind. iThese icountries iare iindustrially ideveloping iwhich imeans iland 

iis ione iof ithe iprominent ieconomic iresources. i iThe irush ifor iland iin ithese icountries iis icreating iconflicts iand 

icivil iunrest ieven iglobally. i iSince i2008, ithere iwas ia ilarge iscale iland iacquisitions iin ideveloping inations ifor 

ivarious idevelopmental ipurposes isuch ias iagriculture, ibio-fuel igeneration, ietc iin icollaboration iwith igiant 

iCorporations ior igovernments. i iThese iacquisitions iover ia iperiod iof itime iculminated iinto i“Land igrabbing”. 

iLand igrabbing ibegan ithreatening ifood isecurity ias iwell ias icitizen’s isecurity iof isurrounding icountries ibecause 

iarable iland iis ibeing iclosed ifor ithose ito iwhom iit iwas ia isource iof ilivelihood.. iSustainable iDevelopment iGoal 

iand iEnvironmental iJustice idenote iclarion icalls ito iend ipoverty, ipromote iglobal iwelfare, iand iprotect ithe iplanet 

ibut imay ialso ilead ito imajor ienvironmental idegradation 

 iIn ithe iabove ibackdrop, ithe iresearch ipaper iproposes ito: 

1. Examine ithe ico-evolution iof isustainable idevelopment iand ienvironmental ijustice iin ideveloping 

icountries, iwith ireference ito ithe iSDG’s i1, i2, i9 iand i16. 

2. Examine ithe iconflict iof iLand iGrabbing iwhich iarises ibecause iof iSustainable iDevelopment iin icertain 

icountries icausing iEnvironmental iInjustice iin ianother icountry. 

Keywords: iconflicts, ideveloping icountries, ienvironmental ijustice, isustainable idevelopment, iland 

igrabbing, iSDG i1, i2, i9 iand i1 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. INTRODUCTION: 

Sustainable idevelopment ican ibe iexplored iform ia idetailed iconsideration iof ichanging iideas iand 

ipractices iwithin ithe ienvironmentalism iand idevelopmental ithinking. iSustainable idevelopment 

iand ienvironmental ijustice igo ihand iin ihand, ithis irelation ihas ibeen iuneasy ibut iit iprovides ia 

ihelpful iframework, iconceptualizes isustainability iin iterms iof iaccess ifor iall ito ifair ishares iin 

iresources ion iwhich ihealthy iquality iof ilife idepends. iBeyond iadopting isustainability, imany 

icommunities iare itrying ito itranslate ithis igeneral iprinciple iinto imeasurable iterms. iIt ihelps iin 

iidentifying ithe ifactors iinvolving ithe ipolicies iand imechanisms ithrough iwhich isustainable 

idevelopment iis ibeing isought iand iconsidered iwhere ithe ioutcome ifor ia iparticular igroup iand 

ienvironment iis iboth iin iurban iand irural iareas. 

Global ichallenges iof isustainable idevelopment iis iemphasised iwith ian iunderstanding iof icrises 

iin ipoverty iand iilliteracy. iIt iexplores ithe iissue iof iwhat isustainable idevelopment iis iand 

irelation iof ienvironmental ijustice iwith idevelopment. iIn ipast, ideveloping icountries ihave ifaced 

iproblems iwhich ibecame ian iobstacle iin itheir igrowth. iThough, iin imost icountries ithe 

iconcepts iof iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice iare isoft ilaw iand iare inot 

ibinding, ibut inations ishould iaccept ithese iInternational iEnvironmental iLaw, iin igeneral, ias ia 

iblue iprint ito itackle ivarious iissues ione iof iwhich iis iland igrabbing. iThis iissue iraises ivarious 

iquestions iof idelicate inature, ifor iwhich ithe isuggestions iare iprovided. i 

The iquestions iaddressed ito iin ithe ipaper iare: 

 Whether iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice iindependent iof ieach 

iother. 

 Whether ithe itackling iof ithe iconflict iof iLand iGrabbing iis ioccurring iin ithe iGlobal 

iScenario. 

2. SUSTAINABLE iDEVELOPMENT iAND iENVIRONMENTAL iJUSTICE- 

iTHE iCONCEPT: 

The iconcept iof iSustainable iDevelopment ioriginated iin ithe iStockholm iConference ion 

iEnvironment iand iDevelopment, i1972, iand ienvironment iand idevelopment iwere ifinally iseen 

iunder ione iconcept. iBrundtland iReport ihad idefined iSustainable iDevelopment ias ifollows 



i“Sustainable iDevelopment iis idevelopment ithat imeets ithe ineeds iof ithe ipresent iwithout icompromising ithe 

iability iof ifuture igenerations ito imeet itheir iown ineeds”. i 

The iconcept iof iSustainable iDevelopment imay ibe ibetter iexplained iby ithe ifollowing idiagram:- 

 iSUSTAINABLE iDEVELOPMENT: iTHE iTHREE iPILLARS.

 

Sustainable idevelopment imay ibe iattained ionly iby ithe iall iround idevelopment iof ia ination- 

ithat iis i, iEnvironmental i, iSocial iand iEconomic iDevelopment. iA ination icannot iprogress iif 

iany ione iof ithe ipillars iis imissing. iThe iUnited iNations iMember iStates iadopted ithe i2030 

iAgenda ifor iSustainable iDevelopment- ia iguide iwhich iwould ihelp ithe icountries ito iprosper 

iand imove itowards ia ibetter ifuture. iThe iDivision ifor iSustainable iDevelopment iGoals i(hereon 

ireferred ito ias iDSDG) iis iresponsible ifor ideliberating ion iissues isuch ias iwater, ienergy, 

iclimate, iscience, itechnology iand ifurther imove itowards ia iSustainable iEarth. i17 iSustainable 

iDevelopment igoals ihave ibeen ilaid idown iwhich iis itargeted ito ibe iachieved iby ithe iyear-2030.1 

2.1 iOrigin iof ithe iconcept iof iEnvironmental iJustice 

The iconcept iof iEnvironmental iJustice iemerged imuch ilater ithan ithe iemergence iof ithe 

iconcept iof iSustainable iDevelopment. iThis iconcept iwas ideveloped iin ithe iearly i1980’s iin ithe 

iUnited iStates iwith ia ismall iprotest iby iAfrican-American icommunity iagainst ithe ihazardous 

                                                           
1 iAbout iSustainable iGoals i(28.02.19, i11:45 iPM) 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ 

ENVIRONMENT

ECONOMICSOCIAL



ilandfill iwaste iin itheir iarea.2 iAfter isuch imovement, ipeople iacross ithe icountries islowly ibegan 

ito ispeak iup iabout ithe idiscrimination ithey ifaced iregarding ithe ienvironment iand itheir iright 

ito ia ihealthy ilife, iwhich ithey iwere ibeing idiscriminated iagainst ibecause iof itheir irace iand 

ieconomic istatus. iOnly iin i1994, ithe iUnited iStates iFormer iPresident iClinton iissued ia iFederal 

iExecutive iOrder 3  iand ithis iwas ithe ivery ifirst istep itowards ithe igoal ito iachieve 

iEnvironmental iJustice. iThe iorder iconsisted iof ithe ifollowing: 

“The igoal iof ienvironmental ijustice ihad ito ibe imade ia ipart iof ithe ifederal idecision imaking iprocess, iand iwas 

ito ibe ipracticable iin ilaw- iit iwas ito iidentify ithe idegrading ienvironmental ieffects ithat ithe ibackward iclass 

ipeople i ifaced iin ithe icountry iand iwork itowards ihelping isuch icommunities.” 

The iformal idefinition iof iEnvironmental iJustice ias igiven iby ithe iUnited iStates iEnvironmental 

iProtection iAgency iis ias ifollows: 

“Environmental ijustice iis ithe ifair itreatment iand imeaningful iinvolvement iof iall ipeople iregardless iof irace, 

icolor, inational iorigin, ior iincome iwith irespect ito ithe idevelopment, iimplementation, iand ienforcement iof 

ienvironmental ilaws, iregulations, iand ipolicies. iEPA ihas ithis igoal ifor iall icommunities iand ipersons iacross 

ithis iNation. iIt iwill ibe iachieved iwhen ieveryone ienjoys ithe isame idegree iof iprotection ifrom ienvironmental iand 

ihealth ihazards iand iequal iaccess ito ithe idecision-making iprocess ito ihave ia ihealthy ienvironment iin iwhich ito 

ilive, ilearn, iand iwork.”4 

The iobjective iof iEnvironmental iJustice iis ito iembrace iall ipeople iirrespective iof iage, icaste, 

isex ior ieconomic ibackground iand ientitle ithem ito ifair iand ijust itreatment iwith iregards ito 

itheir iright iof iclean iand ihealthy ienvironment. 

3. THE iCO-EVOLUTION iOF iSUSTAINABLE iDEVELOPMENT 

iAND iENVIRONMENTAL iJUSTICE: 

The imajor iquestion iwhich icomes iup iin ithis idiscussion iis i– iAre ithe itwo iconcepts iof 

iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice ico-evolving ior iare iindependent iof ieach 

iother? 

                                                           
2 i2 iOffice iof iLegacy iManagement, i iEnvironmental iJustice iHistory, i(28.02.2019, i12:05 iPM): i 
ihttps://www.energy.gov/lm/services/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-history 
3supra i-4 
4EPA, iEnvironmental iJustice, iLaw iand iRegulations, i(28.02.2019, i01:25 iPM): 

ihttps://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice 



Sustainable idevelopment, iafter iall, iis ia iway iof idevelopment iwhich iwill ialways iinclude 

iurbanization iand iindustrialization. iIt ishall ialways iinclude isocial iand ieconomic idevelopment 

iwhich isometimes ioccurs iat ithe icost iof ienvironmental idevelopment. 

The ico-evolution iof iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice ican ibe iexplained iin 

ithe icontext iof ia irights ibased iapproach. iEvery ihuman ibeing iis ientitled ito ibasic ihuman 

irights- iright ito ilive ia ihealthy ilife, ifreedom iof ispeech, ireligion, isocio-economic iand icultural 

irights- ibe iit ifrom ithe iConstitution iof itheir iown icountry ior ifrom iInternational iHuman 

iRights iLaw. i iRight ito ia iclean iand ihealthy ienvironment iis ialways iimplied iunder ibasic 

ihuman irights. 

 iIn iResolution i45/94, ithe iUnited iNations iGeneral iAssembly, iit iwas istated iin iaccordance 

iwith ithis iright ibased iapproach: 

“Everyone ihas ithe iright ito ian iadequate istandard iof iliving ifor ihis ior iher iown ihealth iand iwell-being iand 

ithat iof ihis ior iher ifamily iand ito ithe icontinuous iimprovement iof iliving iconditions”5 

 

Along iwith ithis iResolution i45/94, iThe iDeclaration iof ithe iUnited iNations iConference ion 

ithe iHuman iEnvironment, iStockholm, i1972, iPrinciple i1, ialso ibacks ithe iright ibased iapproach 

iof iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice. iIt istates: 

 i“Man ihas ithe ifundamental iright ito ifreedom, iequality iand iadequate iconditions iof ilife, iin ian ienvironment 

iof ia iquality ithat ipermits ia ilife iof idignity iand iwell-being, iand ihe ibears ia isolemn iresponsibility ito iprotect 

iand iimprove ithe ienvironment ifor ipresent iand ifuture igenerations.”6 

Environmental idegradation ialways iadversely iaffects ihuman ihealth, iit idamages ithe iecology iand 

iwith ithe iever iincreasing ipopulation, iindustrialization iand iurbanization ihas iincreased iwhich 

iin-turn iresults iin iadverse iimpacts ion ithe ienvironment. 

Poverty istricken iindividuals itake ipart iin ian iassortment iof iearth idestructive iexercises, ifor 

iexample ideforestation ito ibuild ia ilivelihood i,since ithey ihave ino iother ichoice. iPoverty iis 

iresponsible ifor ithe iEnvironmental iDegradation ithat ioccurs. iThe ipoor iwill, iin igeneral, ilive 

                                                           
5 iUnited iNations iGeneral iAssembly, iRes i45/94 i(27.02.19, i04:08 iPM) 

ihttp://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/45/a45r094.htm 
6 iDeclaration iof iUN iConference ion iHuman iEnvironment, i(27.02.19, i12:30 iPM) i: 

http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/humanenvironment.html 



ion ithe ileast iarable iland, idrink idefiled iwater, iall iof iwhich iadd ito ihigh irates iof isickness iand 

iillness, icoming iabout itroubles iwith iwork, iand idifficulties iin ifinishing ieven ian iessential 

icourse iof ipublic ieducation. iHere iwe isee ihow ipoverty iand ienvironmental idegradation ioften 

imutually ireinforce ieach iother, ias iexplained iin ithe ireport iof ithe iWorld iCommission ion 

iEnvironment iand iDevelopment7. iThere iare ivarious icriticisms iof isustainable idevelopment. i 

iSometimes, ithe icost ifor idevelopment iis inot ipaid iby ithe icorporations ibut ithe ienvironment, 

iit ibecomes ian iumbrella ifor ithe iempowered iand irich ipeople iof ithe isociety ito iavoid itheir 

iburden iconcerning ithe ienvironment. iThe iunder-developed iand ideveloping icountries ioften 

ihave ito ideal iwith ithe icost iof idevelopment iof ithe ideveloped icountries. i 

Here, ithe iSDG’s ishould ibe ikept iin imind. i 

SDG i1 iand iSDG i28 iaiming ito iend ipoverty iand ihunger iis ione iof ithe imeasures iwhich 

ishows ithat iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice idoes ievolve itogether iand 

ione icannot iexist iwithout ithe iother. i 

Even iin iSDG i99 iwhich ispeaks iof iindustry, iinnovation iand iinfrastructure, iit iis istated ithat 

iurbanization ishall ibe iachieved ibut inot iat ithe icost iof ienvironment, icities ibuilt ishall ibe 

isustainable, ii.e. imeets ithe ineeds iof ithe ipresent iwithout iaffecting ithe ifuture igenerations. 

Sustainable iDevelopment iGoal i1610 iaims ito iprovide ijustice ito iall, ito iprovide ibasic ihuman 

irights iand ifreedoms ito ievery iindividual. iThis iis ithe imost iimportant igoal iwith irespect ito ithe 

iachievement iof iEnvironmental iJustice ithrough iSustainable iDevelopment. iWith ithe 

iachievement iof ithis iSDG i16, iEnvironmental iJustice imay ialso ibe iachieved, ias ipeople iwould 

ibe iable ito iadvocate ithe iviolation iof itheir iright ito iclean ienvironment. iThe irights ibased 

iapproach iof iEnvironmental iJustice ishould ibe ikept iin imind ias ionly ithen iwould ipeople ibe 

iable ito iadvocate ifor ithe iviolation iof isuch. 

Thus, iit imay ibe iconcluded ihere ithat iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice, 

ithough icollides iat icertain ipoints, ibut ione icannot iexist iwithout ithe iother. 

                                                           
7 iWORLD iCOMMISSION iON iENVIRONMENT iAND iDEVELOPMENT, iOUR iCOMMON iFUTURE i43 
i(1987)., i(01.03.19, i10:34 iPM): ihttp://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.pdf 
8 isupra-3 
9 isupra-3 
10 isupra-3 



3.1 iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice iin iDeveloping 

iCountries: 

To iachieve iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice, ithe ipathway iis ithrough ithe 

iSDG’s 

As ialready iexplained iearlier, iSDG i1 iand iSDG i2, iwhich ispeaks iof ibringing ian iend ito 

ipoverty iand ihunger, iwhich iis iseen iin ihigh ipercentage iin ithe iDeveloping icountries, ithe 

ifundamental igoal ishould ibe ito iend ipoverty iby i2030. iAs iagriculture iis ithe ibasis ifor imany 

ideveloping icountries i, iimplementation iof iinnovative isustainable iagricultural imanagement 

imeasures ihelp iin ibringing iabout i iof iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice, 

ialso, iwith igovernment isupport, iemployment iopportunities iwill iboom, iand iconsequently iit 

iwould ilead ito ieconomic iboom iin ithe iDeveloping icountries- ithis iwould ialso ihelp ito iachieve 

iSDG i811. 

Energy iis ione imajor iconstraint iin ithe iDeveloping iand iUnder-developed icountries, i62% iof 

ithe ipeople iin ithe iDeveloping iand iUnder iDeveloped icountries istill ilack iaccess ito ielectricity, 

iwhich iis ia ibasic iamenity iin iour iday ito iday ilife.12 i 

Once iagain, iwith ithe iachievement iof iSDG i713, ii.e. isustainable iaffordable ienergy- iHydra iand 

iSolar ienergy, ican ibe iavailable ito ithe ipoorest iof ithe ipoor, ialso inon ireliance ion iNon-

renewable isource iof ienergy ilike icoal iand ipetroleum, iwhich iis iharmful ito ithe ienvironment, 

iand iwhose iplants iare imostly isituated iin iareas iof ilow iincome igroup, iEnvironmental iJustice 

ican ibe iachieved ithrough ithis iusage iof irenewable isource iof ienergy igeneration. iIt iwill iresult 

iin iless ipollution iin ithe iareas iwhere ithe iplants iof inon-renewable ienergy igeneration iis 

isituated. 

 

 

                                                           
11 isupra i-3 
12 iUNCTAD, iAchieving ithe iSDG’s iin iLDCs i,(01.03.19, i02:12 iPM) 
ihttps://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/aldc2018d4_en.pdf 
13 iSuprs-3 



3.2 iSustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice iin iIndia: i(A 

iDeveloping iCountry): 

Sustainable iDevelopment iand iEnvironmental iJustice iin iIndia iis isubjected ito ia ilot imany 

iinternal iproblems iwhich imakes iachievement iof ieither iof ithem idifficult. iSuch iproblems 

iinclude- iPoverty, iIlliteracy, iPopulation iexplosion ileading ito ilarge iscale iurbanization. 

All ithese iproblems iare iobstacles iin ithe ipathway ito iachieve iSDG’s iand iEnvironmental 

iJustice. iThe ifirst imajor istep itaken itowards icurtailing isuch iproblems iand iachievement iof ithe 

iSDG’s iand iEnvironmental iJustice iwas ithe isetting iup iof ithe iNational iGreen iTribunal iunder 

ithe iNational iGreen iTribunal iAct iin i2010. iThis iTribunal iis iresponsible ifor idealing iwith ionly 

ienvironmental icases iand iwas ia ibig istep itowards iachievement iof iEnvironmental iJustice. 

Section i20 iof ithe iNational iGreen iTribunal iAct iis ithe imost irelevant isection ito iboth iof 

ithese itopics. iIt istates-“ iTribunal ito iapply icertain iprinciples. i-The iTribunal ishall, iwhile ipassing iany 

iorder ior idecision ior iaward, iapply ithe iprinciples iof isustainable idevelopment, ithe iprecautionary iprinciple iand 

ithe ipolluter ipays iprinciple”. 

CASE: 

Almitra iH. iPatel i& iOrs. ivs. iUnion iof iIndia iand iOrs. i14 

FACTS iAND iISSUES: 

This icase ihas ibeen ithe iNGT’s isingle ibiggest ilandmark icase idealing iwith ithe idifficulty iof 

isolid iwaste imanagement iin iIndia. iIn ithis icase, iMrs. iAlmitra iPatel ihad ifiled ia iPIL iunder 

iArticle i32 iof ithe iConstitution iof iIndia ibefore ithe iSupreme iCourt iwherein ithe iPetitioner 

isought ithe iimmediate ieffective iimprovement iin ithe ipractices iwhich iare ipresently ifollowed 

iby ithe iMunicipal iSolid iWaste ior igarbage idisposal iin iIndia. iThe iTribunal ifound ithat ithe 

iissue iof iwaste idisposal iis ibing iand ineeds iimmediate iattention ias iover ia ilakh itonnes iof iraw 

igarbage iis idumped ievery iday iand ithere iis ino iproper itreatment iof ithis iraw iwaste. iThis 

iwaste iis idumped ijust ioutside ithe icity ilimits, ialong ihighway, ilakes, inalas ietc. 

                                                           
14 i iAlmitra iH. iPatel i& iOrs. iVs. iUnion iof iIndia i& iOrs. 
ihttp://chandigarhenvis.gov.in/beta/departments/cpcc/Judgement%20Almitra.pdf 



Over i133760 iMT iof iwaste iis igenerated iby ithe icountry ieach iday ias iof i2012-2013 iand ithis 

irate iis icontinuously iincreasing ias iper ithe istatistics. iThe iTribunal icame iout iwith ia isolution 

ifor iwaste idisposal ithat ithey ican iuse iit ias ia isource iof ipower iand ifuel ifor ibenefit iof ithe 

isociety, iconsidering iprinciples iof icircular ieconomy. 

JUDGMENT: 

The iTribunal iafter ievaluating ithis iproblem iissued iover i25 idirections, isome iof ithem iis 

idiscussed ibelow: 

Every iState iand iUnion iterritory iwas iasked ito iimplement ithe isolid iwaste imanagement irules, 

i2016 iimmediately, ialso ithey iwere iasked ito iprepare ian iaction iplan iin iterms iof ithe irules 

iwithin i4 iweeks. i 

Further, ithe iTribunal iDirected ithe iCentral iGovernment, iState iGovernments, ilocal ibodies iand 

iall icitizens ito iperform itheir irespective iobligations iunder ithe iRules iwithout iany idelay. 

Tribunals idirected iStates ito iensure iproper isegregation ibefore iprocessing iof iwaste iin ienergy 

iplants. iIt imade iit ia imandatory iprovision ithat ithere ihas ito ibe ibuffer izones iaround iplants 

iand ilandfills. 

ANALYSIS iWITH iRESPECT ito iSDG’s iand iEJ: 

Here, iwith ithe icourt igiving iorders ito iimplement ithe iwaste imanagement iand iComplete 

iprohibition ion iopen iburning iof iwaste ion ilands, i ithe iSDG i1515 iwhich iaims ito icombat iland 

idegradation iis ibeing iachieved ithoroughly. iAlong iwith iSDG i15, ithe iachievement iof iSDG i316 

iwhich iaims iat igood ihealth iof iall icitizens iis ialso ibeing iachieved ias ithe igarbage idisposal 

istandards iare ito ibe imet. iAll iof ithis iaims ito ibring iabout iEnvironmental iJustice iof ifair 

ijustice iand iprotection iof ienvironment ito iall. 
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4. LAND iGRABBING: 

 

“Land iis inot ijust ia iresource ito ibe iexploited, ibut ia icrucial ivehicle ifor ithe 

iachievement iof iimproved isocioeconomic, ibiological, iand iphysical ienvironments.” 

-Food iand iAgriculture iOrganization, i1999 

 

One iof ithe imajor iconflicts ithat iarise iwhile itrying ito iachieve isustainable idevelopment iand 

ienvironmental ijustice iis iLand iGrabbing 

In i2008, ithe ifood iand ifinancial icrisis ierupted, iand ia iglobal i“land igrab” ibegan- ithere iwas ia 

igrowing idemand ifor iland iin ithe ideveloping icountries iby iricher, iwealthier ibut ifood-insecure 

icountries iand iother iprivate iinvestors. iPotential ilands iwhich iwere iarable iwere ia isource iof 

igreat iinvestment ibetween i2006-2008.17 

4.1. Reason Ibehind ILand-Grabbing: 

The ireasons ibehind iland igrabbing iare ienlisted ibelow: 

1. Food ISecurity: 

The iharsh iclimatic iconditions, ipoor isoil, iscarce iwater iand iland ialong iwith iinflation iand 

iever-increasing iimports, iled ito imany inations, ito ihave ito irethink iabout itheir idomestic ifood 

ipolicies. i 

31 icountries iwere isuffering ifrom iemergency ifood icrisis ias iaccording ito iFood iand 

iAgriculture iOrganization, i2009.18 iNow, ione icountry imay ibe iinvolved iin itrying ito iacquire 

iland iin iarable icountry ito iachieve imainly iSDG i1 iand iSDG i2 ithereby iaiming iEnvironmental 

iJustice, ibut iin ithe ihost icountry iit imay icause iadverse ieffects. 

Example: 

                                                           
17 iEvadne iGrany i& iOnita iDas:Land igrabbing, iSustainable iDevelopment iand iHuman irights 

18 iFAO i(2009) iCrop iprospects iand ifood isituation. iNo. i2, iApril i2009. iFAO.(03.03.19, i12:15 iPM): 
ihttp://www.fao.org/ idocrep/011/ai480e/ai480e02.htm 



The iGulf iStates ihave iscarce iwater iand iarable iland, ibut ithey ihave ioil iand icash ireserves i, 

iwith ithe iever iincreasing icost iof iimports iof ifood iitems, iand ias itheir iimport icost iincreased 

ifrom i iUS i8 ibillion idollars ito iUS i20 ibillion idollars i(2002-2007).19  iThese istates istarted 

ileasing ior ipurchasing iland iin istates iwith iarable iland ifor iits ifood isecurity. iQatar ipurchased 

i40,000 iHectares iin iKenya i20and iacquired iarable icrop iproducing ilands iin iVietnam, iCambodia 

iand iSudan. iThe iUAE ipurchased i324,000 ihectares iof iland iin iPunjab iand iSindh iin iPakistan, 

iJune i200821. 

2. Energy: 

There iis ia ihigh idemand ifor ibio-fuels, ithe iavailability iof iraw imaterials ifor isuch iis ialso ione 

iof ithe imajor ireasons ibehind iland igrabbing. iThe ioil idependent icountries iare ithe imajor 

irunners itowards iagro-fuel iproduction, iso ias ito iuse ibio-fuel iin itransportation. 

With ithis isurge, ithe iinvestors iin ithe imarket istarted itargeting ibio-fuel iproducing ilands iin 

ideveloping icountries, iwhich ihas ian iadvantage ion ithe iproduction imaybe ibecause iof iland 

iavailability iand ithus ilow icost iof iland,. iWith ia idrive ito iattain iSDG’s iand iEnvironmental 

iJustice ithrough isuch ibio-fuels, ithe idemand ifor iland iever iincreases. 

Example: 

 iIn i2008, iSinopec iand iChinese iNational iOverseas iOil iCorporation, iinvested i5 ibillion iUS 

idollars iand i5.5 ibillion iUS iDollars irespectively iin iIndonesia ito igrow ibio-fuel ito iexport iit ito 

iChina.22 

4.2. Impact Iof ILand IGrabbing: 

The ifollowing iare ithe iimpacts iof iLand iGrabbing: 

1. Displacement Iof ISmall IFarmers: 

                                                           
19 iGRAIN i(October i2008) iSeized! iThe i2008 iland igrabbers ifor ifood iand ifinancial isecurity, i(01.03.19, i05:17 
iPM)- 
https://www.grain.org/e/93-seized-the-2008-landgrab-for-food-and-financial-security 
20 iKenya, iQatar iland ideal iquestioned i(May i19, i2009) iCapital iBusiness i(Nairobi) i, i(01.03.19, i07:13 iPM): 
ihttps://www.capitalfm.co.ke/business/2009/05/kenya-qatar-land-deal-questioned/ 
21 iKerr iS, iFarhan iB i(May i11, i2008) iUAE iinvestors ibuy iPakistan ifarmland. iFinancial iTimes, i(04,03.19, i09:12 
iAM): ihttps://www.ft.com/content/c6536028-1f9b-11dd-9216-000077b07658 
22 iShepard iDaniel, iLand iGrabbing iand iImplications ifor iWorld iFood iSecurity, i(01.03.19, i06:17 iAM). 



On ithe isuperficial iview, iit imay ibe iclaimed ithat ithis iglobal iland igrab iwould ibring iinvestment 

ito ithe ifinancially ipoor icountries i,but i ithere iis ievidence ito ishow ithat ismall ifarmers iof ithe 

ihost icountry iis isidelined iin ithese iland igrabs. iThe icreation iof iemployment ialso iresults iin 

ithe ilocal ifarmers ionly ihaving ito iwork ion ithese ilarge iindustrial iscale ifarming iends iup iin 

ismall iscale ifarmers ilosing itheir ilands.23 

The iUnited iNations iPermanent iForum ion iIndigenous iIssue’s iChairperson ihad iestimated ithat 

ithe iland irights iof i60 imillion ipeople iwas ilost ito iagro-fuel iproduction.24 

Example: i 

One ivery iimportant iland ideal iwhich ihad ithrown ilight iover isuch iissue iwas iin ithe icountry iof 

iMadagascar. iThe igovernment iof iMadagascar ihad idecided ito ilease iabout i70% iof ithe iarable 

ito iSouth iKorean icorporation, ithat iwould itake iaway ithe iemployment iof ithousands.25 

2. Land IReforms: 

Another imajor iimpact iof iland igrabbing iis ithat isuch ideals iaffect ithe ivarious iland ireforms iin 

ideveloping icountries. iThe iunprecedented iland igrabbing iends iup iin idistortion iof ithe iexisting 

iland itenure isystem iwhich iis ia isource iof ilivelihood ifor ithe irural ifarm idwellers. iIf ithe 

ifarmers ido inot ihave iformal itenure, ithey imay ilose itheir ilands. 

Once iagain, iif ithe ipoorer isections iof ithe isociety iloses itheir ilivelihood iin ithe ihost icountries, 

ithere iwould ibe ino iachieving ithe iSDG i1 iand iSDG i226 i, iwhich ionce iagain iwould ifail ito 

ibring iabout iEnvironmental iJustice. 

3. Food Insecurity In Host Country: 

One iof ithe iside ieffects iof iland igrabbing iis ithat ithe ihand iof icontrol iover ifood iresource iand 

iarable iland ishifts ifrom ithe ihost icountry ito ithe ileasing icountry. iThe ihost icountries, iwhich 
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ismallholder ifarmers. iDiscussion iPaper iprepared ifor ithe iRound iTable iorganized iduring ithe iThirty-second 
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26 isupra-3 



iare ideveloping ior iunder ideveloped icountries, i iexport ifood iwhich imay ilead ito ia icrisis iin 

ithe ihost icountry. i 

For iexample, iMadagascar i, iwhich ihas ileased iout iits iland, ireceives ifood irelief iaid ifrom ithe 

iWorld iFood iProgram27. 

4.3. Various IConventions IRelating Ito ILand-Grabbing: 

The iInternational iCovenant iof iEconomic i,Social iand iCultural iRights iprotects ithe 

irights iof icitizens iof inations iabroad.28 iThus iall iforeign iinvestors iare iobligated ito iensure ithat 

icitizens ior icorporations iin itheir ijurisdiction ishould inot iviolate ithe irights iof ithe ilocal ipeople 

iin ithe ihost icountries. 

Article i15 iof ithe iInternational iLabour iOrganisation iConvention iconcerning iIndigenous 

iand iTribal ipeople iprovides ifor i“sustainable iuse iof inatural iresources iand iprotection ifor ithe 

irights iof iindigenous ipeople ito ithe inatural iresource iof itheir iown iland”.29 

The iUN iGeneral iAssembly iDeclaration ion ithe iRights iof iIndigenous ipeople iprotects 

ithe iright ito iown iland iwhich ihas ibeen ioccupied iby ithem isince igenerations.30 

The iprinciple iof iCBDR31 i(Common ibut iDifferentiated iResponsibilities) ialso istates ithat 

iall icountries ishould icooperate iglobally ito iprotect ithe ienvironment. iIt italks iabout ithe 

icontribution iof ideveloping iand ideveloped inations iof ithe iworld ito iwork itowards ia iclean iand 

ihealthy ienvironment. iIt ialso iurges ithe ideveloped inations iof ithe iworld ito iaid ithe ideveloping 

inations iin ithis iEndeavour iof itheirs. 
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28 iM-C. iCordonier iSegger i& iA. iKhalfan, iSustainable iDevelopment iLaw: iPrinciples, iPractices i& iProspects i(Oxford 
iUniversity iPress, i2004), iat ip. i1. 
29 iILO iConvention i169, i72 iILO iOfficial iBull. i(27.02.19, i12:12 iPM): 
ihttp://www.ilo.org/indigenous/Conventions/no169/lang--en/index.htm. i 
30 iUNGA iRes i61/295, iUN iDoc iA/Res/61/295 i(01.02.19, i12:07 iAM): 
ihttp://undesadspd.org/indigenouspeoples/declarationontherightsofindigenouspeoples.aspx 
31 iPreamble iand iArt. i3, iUNFCCC,; iArts. i4, i5, i6, iUNCCD; 
See ialso, iUnited iStates i– iImport iProhibition iof iCertain iShrimp iand iShrimp iProducts, iRecourse ito iArticle i21.5 iby iMalaysia i 
iWTO iDoc. iWT/DS58/RW i(Report iof ithe iPanel), iat ip. i102. 
 

http://www.ilo.org/indigenous/Conventions/no169/lang--en/index.htm
http://undesadspd.org/indigenouspeoples/declarationontherightsofindigenouspeoples.aspx


The iUN iDeclaration ion iRight ito iDevelopment iperceives ithe iduty iof icountries inot 

iexclusively ito iact iindependently ito iexecute ithe iprivilege iinside itheir iregions, iyet iadditionally 

ito iact iunited, iin iorganization iwith idifferent icountries, ito imake ian ienvironment ithat 

isupports ithe iacknowledgment iof ithe iright ito idevelopment.32 iThis iis iof ibasic isignificance ito 

iland igrabbing iin ilight iof idiscussions ithat iremote iinterest iin iland ionly ifrom itime ito itime 

iconveys ithe iadvantages iasserted. iIt iis idoubtful ithat ithe iglobal icommunity ihas ia 

icommitment ito imake ia imove ito iprevent iforeign iventure iwhich ihas ithe iimpact iof idenying 

ilocal ipopulation i(present iand ifuture) iof ithe iopen idoor ifor iimprovement. i 

4.4. Analysis: 

The imain iprinciple iof isustainable idevelopment iis iuse iof iresources iin ia imanner ithat iit ishall 

inot iadversely iaffect ithe ifuture igenerations. iIt iencompasses i– i“sustainable iuse iof inatural 

iresources, icommon ibut idifferentiated iresponsibilities i(CBDR), ithe iprecautionary iprinciple, 

ipublic iparticipation, igood igovernance iand iintergenerational iequity.”33 

All isuch iprinciples iare ipredominantly iderived ifrom iHuman iRights. iNow ieven ithough 

icountries ihave isovereignty iover iall iof itheir inatural iresources, iincluding iland, ibut ithey iare 

isubjected ito ithe ilimitations iof iboth ithe iIHRL iand iInternational iEnvironmental iLaw. iThey 

icannot icause idamage ito ithe ienvironment iof iother icountries ioutside itheir iterritorial 

ijurisdiction.34 iUN ihuman irights ibodies idoes irecognize ithe iconcept iof ihealthy iand isustainable 

idevelopment. 

 iLand igrabbing ileads ito idisplacement iof ithe irural ipeople iwhich ihas iundesirable ieffects ion 

itheir iright ito ia ihealthy ilife- iwith ifood, iwater iand isanitary iliving iconditions. iThere iare ino 

ialternative ithat iis idone ifor isuch icommunities. iIt ipushes isuch icommunity iout iof itheir 

ihomes, idevoid iof itheir imeans ito iearn ia iliving iand ipush ithem ito ilive iin iunhealthy 

                                                           
32 iArt. i4, iUNDRD, iSee ialso iHRC, i‘Report iof ithe ihigh-level itask iforce ion ithe iimplementation iof ithe iright ito 
idevelopment ion iits isixth isession’ i(2010) iUN iDoc iA/HRC/15/WG.2/TF/2/Add.2, iat ipara. i16. i 
 
33 i‘Report iof ithe iSeventy-Fifth iConference’ i(Sofia, i2012), ipp. i821-79, iat i3 iand i14-35. iSee ialso iD. iFrench, 
iInternational iLaw iand iPolicy iof iSustainable iDevelopment i(Manchester iUniversity iPress, i2005), iat ip. i53; iILA, i‘New 
iDelhi iDeclaration iof iPrinciples iof iInternational iLaw iRelating ito iSustainable iDevelopment’ i(2002) i2 iInternational 
iEnvironmental iAgreements, ipp. i209-16 i[hereinafter, iNew iDelhi iDeclaration 
34 i iPrinciple i1.1 ir/w iPrinciple i21, iDeclaration iof ithe iUN iConference ion ithe iHuman iEnvironment, iUN iDoc. 
iA/CONF.84/14 i(1972) i[hereinafter, iStockholm iDeclaration]; iPrinciple i2, iUN iConference ion iEnvironment iand 
iDevelopment, iUN iDoc. iA/CONF.151/26 i(Vol iI), i(1992). 
 



iconditions ior ialso ioften ipush ithem ito ideforestation iand ivarious isuch ipractices. iSuch ileads 

ito iEnvironmental iinjustice. 

The iprecautionary iapproach,35 iwhich iis iidentified iwith idecision imaking iin icircumstances iof 

ilogical ivulnerability, ican, ias ia irule, inecessitate ithat ian iEnvironmental iImpact iassessment 

i(EIA) ibe idone. iHere ithe iProcedural iJustice iaspect iof iEnvironmental iJustice icomes iinto 

iplay. 

Case: IArgentina Ivs IUruguay 

The iICJ iin iits i2010 ijudgment ion ithe ienvironmental idebate ion ithe iglobal istand ibetween i 

iArgentina iand iUruguay i(Case iof ibuilding iof iPulp iMills ion iR. iUruguay) iexplicitly iheld i 

iEnvironmental iImpact iAssessments ias ia itraining ithat ihas iachieved istandard iworldwide ilaw 

istatus. iIt ihas ibeen icontended ithat ian ienvironmental iimpact iassessment iis irequired iby iuse iof 

ia iprecautionary iapproach, iin iother iwords iwhen ithere iare idangers ithat ian iaction imay icause 

iharm.36The iprecautionary iapproach iand iEIA inecessity iare iupheld iby ivarious iIHRL irights. 

 iFor iinstance, iit iis idoubtful ithat iat iwhatever ipoint, irights ito iland iand iwater iare iconceded 

ito iforeign iofficials, ithere iis ia iplausibility ithat iexercises, ifor iexample, iserious icultivation iand 

ithe ipresentation iof iforeign iplant ispecies ithat imay imisshape ithe ilocal ibiological icommunity 

ior igenerally iadversely iinfluence ithe ienvironment iand ithe irights ito iwater iand ilodging iof 

ilocal ipopulation. iIn isuch iconditions, ia iprecautionary iapproach iought ito ibe itaken ito 

iguarantee ithat iboth ithe ienvironment iand ithe irights iof ilocal ipopulation iare isecured. iThis 

idoes inot iimply ithat ino idevelopment ishould ihappen. iOne imethod ifor iguaranteeing isuch ian 

iapproach iis ito irequire iEIAs ito ioccur. iWith iregards ito iland igrabbing, iwhat iis irequired iis 

iappropriate iexamination iof ithe iconceivable iimpact iof ithe irelocation iof ilocal ipopulation iand 

ithe iimpact iof inew icultivating istrategies iand iharvests ibefore iland ibargains iare imarked; ithe 

iinclusion iof iarrangements iprotecting ithe ienvironment iand ithe irights iof ilocals iin iland 

icontracts; iand icontinuous iobserving iof ithe iexercises iof iforeign iinvestors ito iguarantee ithat 

itheir iexercises idon't ihurt ithe ienvironment iand ithat ithe ihuman irights iof i ilocals iare inot 

iencroached. 
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36 iCase iConcerning iPulp iMills ion ithe iRiver iUruguay i(Argentina iv. iUruguay), iJudgment iof i20 iApril i2010, iICJ iReports 
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4.6. ISuggestions Ifor IProper IImplementation Iof ISustainable IDevelopment 

Iand IEnvironmental IJustice Iin Ithe IArena Iof ILand IGrabbing: 

1. Aid Iof IHuman IRights ILitigation: 

Taking iaid iof ithe iRights iBased iApproach, iif iHuman iRights iLitigation iis iused ithere 

iis ia ipossibility ifor ithe ienforcement iof isustainable idevelopment iprinciples iwith 

irelation ito ienvironmental ijustice ieven iif ithere iis ino icertain ilegal irecognition iof isuch 

ia iconcept. iWhile iIHRL idoes inot iclearly iback iup ithe iright ito ia ihealthy ienvironment, 

iit iis ia iwidely iaccepted iconcept iin iregional ias iwell ias ithe iUN ihuman irights isystem. 

For iExample, iThe iHuman iRights isystem iin iAfrica, ispecifically, iArticle i24 iof iAfrican 

iCharter ion iHuman iand iPeople’s iRights,37 istates i“All ipeoples ishall ihave ithe iright ito 

ia igeneral isatisfactory ienvironment ifavorable ito itheir idevelopment.”- isuch ifacilitates 

ithat iif ineed ibe, iany iclaim iwith iregards ito iviolation iof irights ibecause iof iland 

igrabbing- ishall ibe iproperly idealt iwith iin ithe iAfrican iCourts. 

There iis ione iimportant ipoint ithat ineeds ito ibe inoted- ii.e. iIt iis icases ithat iset 

iprecendents. iOnce isuch ian iissue iis ibrought iup ibefore ia icourt, iit iwould ibring iabout 

ia isubstantial imovement itowards ia ibetter itomorrow iin iany icountry. iLitigation ialso 

iaids iin iputting ia ifear iin icountries iand icorporations iinvolved iin ithis iland igrabbing ias 

ino ione iwants ito igo ithrough iinvestigation. iIt iwould ihelp iprofoundly ias ithey iwould 

ibe iconcerned iabout ithe iimplications iof itheir idecisions. iAlso, ilitigation iattracts 

ipublicity- isupport iof ithe ipublic iwould ibuild imomentum iin ithe ilegal isystem. 

 

2. Land iRights ito iProtect ithe iCommunities: 

The ilack iof iproper iland irights iin ithe ihost icountries iis ithe imajor ireason ifor ithe 

idisplacement iof ithe ilocal ipopulation. iFormal irecognition iof ithe itenure iand ithe 

iownership isystem iof ithe iland iin ithe icountries iwould iaid ito istop ithe idisplacement. 

iFormal iland iregistration iis irecommended ito iprotect ithe ilocal ifarmers. 

5. CONCLUSION: 

Achievement iof iSDG’s iand iEnvironmental iJustice iwould ibe ia ibig istep itowards ia ibetter 

ifuture. iOnly iwith iproper iimplementation iof ithe igoals, iwith ihard ilaws iin ivarious icountries 

                                                           
37 iArticle i24, iAfrican iCharter ifor iHuman iand iPeople’s iRights i(01.03.19, i12:19 iPM):: 
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itaking inote ifrom ithe isoft ilaws ican isuch ia ithing ibe idone. iThere iare ivarious irisks iof ithis 

iagenda, ithe imajor ione ibeing iLand iGrabbing ithat ihas ibeen ithoroughly idiscussed. iWith ifocus 

ion iright ibased iapproach iand iformal iland irights ibeing igiven ito ithe ifarmers i isuch iproblems 

ican ibe ieffectively itackled. 

With ithis iit ican ibe inoted ithat ieconomic iand isocial idevelopment idoes inot itake iprecedence 

iover ienvironmental idevelopment iand i ionly iwith ithese ithree iof ithem icoming itogether ican 

isustainable idevelopment iand ienvironmental i ijustice i ipeacefully ico-evolve. 

 

“Injustice ianywhere iis ia ithreat ito ijustice ieverywhere. iWe iare icaught iin ian 

iinescapable inetwork iof imutuality, itied iin ia isingle igarment iof idestiny. iWhatever 

iaffects ione idirectly, iaffects iall iindirectly” 

- Martin iLuther iKing iJ 


